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TT is not enough to say of the year o

our Lord 1914 that it is unique.tha*
it does not fall into the processio.

V./N vtkara with tllA a UStOITiefl
swing. It seems not to fit into the

hitherto continuous march of human
events at all. It is a break in the ranks
.nd it cannot be made to conform to
the ways of its predecessors.
It is a variant in which the original

type has been so obscured by a parasiticgrowth that it is no longer discernible.That parasite which has
transformed the year now at its close
Into a horror without precedent in

|l>readth and malignity is war.war
Which is devastating the old world and

I fixing its sinister impress on the new.

It came swiftly and with a terrific
clash. July 23, the Austro-Hungarian
government sent an ultimatum to
Servia demanding the punishment of
the persons concerned in the assassinationof the Archduke Franz Ferdinand
and instant suppression of all anti-
Austrian propaganda in that country.
"Forty-eight hours for consideration
Will be given," declared the note of the
dual monarchy. The Belgrade govern-
rnent replied within the time limit, I

agreeing to the Austrian demand with
a single exception.that which would
have empowered Austrian officials to
take a leading part in the punishment
of the murderers. The Serbs asked for
further information on this point.
The reply was not satisfactory to

Austria. She promptly declared war on

Servia and began to move troops towardthe border. Realizigg that they
would be obliged to defend themselves
from invasion, the Serbs began active j
mobilization, and removed their capital
from Belgrade to the old city of Nish,
In the interior. Instantly the eyes off
all the civilized world were turned to- <

ward Russia. Would the czar permit
'Austria to overrun Servia without j
something more than a formal pro-
test ?
The day after Austria declared war

on Servia, the Russian minister of foreignaffairs warned the German ambassadorthat if Servia were invaded
Russia would not be able to remain
neutral. For a few days, Austrian and
Russian diplomats kept the wires hot
i.viarma «nd St. Petersburg, but
to no avail. Great Britain proposed to

Germany, France and Italy that a j
council should be arranged to mediate
between the two disputants. Germany
declined to become party to such an

arrangement. The czar urged the
kaiser to use his influence with the
Austrian emperor in behalf of a peacefulsettlement of the difficulty. Accordingto the German account, the kaiser
complied with this request to the best
of his ability. When he discovered,
however, that mobilization was going
on actively in Russia, he wired the
czar that his course was making med- j
iation impossible.

Kaiser Orders Mobilization.
Two days later, in a personal message

to the czar, the kaiser announced that

the safety of the German empi e compelledhim to prepare for the .ational
defense. He proclaimed ma. «.»al law
throughout the country and sent a

twenty-four-hour, ultimatum to the
Muscovite government demanding an

instant abandonment of all war preparation.At the expiration of this ultimatum,August 1, the kaiser gave the
order for mobilization to* begin and on

the same day Count von Fourtales. the
German ambassador at St. Petersburg,
started homeward.
.Meanwhile, Baron von Schoen, the

German ambassador at Paris, was
sounding the French government as to
its intentions in case of a Russo-Gornumiowar. Premier Viviani replied
that in any instance the republic would
be compelled to safeguard her own interests.The mobilization of the entire
French army was begun at once. Martiallaw was declared and, August 4,
the German ambassador announced
that the war between his country and
France was on. Within a week the
Austro-German combine found itself
confronted by a belligerent alliance
composed of Servia, Russia, France,
Belgium. Great Britain. Portugal and
Montenegro. Kngland had asked both
France and Germany if they would re-

spect the neutrality of Belgium in case
of war. The former had answered in
the atiirmative. The latter made no di- j
rect reply, and Belgian mobilization be-
gan at once. j
August 2 a German army marched

into the grand duchy of Luxemburg, f
whose neutrality had been guaranteed
by the powers in 1867. A day later the
German government sent a note to the
Belgian government demanding pas- |
wage for German troops through the
country and promising ample compensationfor all damage at the close oi
the war. This was in the form of an
ultimatum and specified twelve hours!
as a time limit. When the reply came, j

<.it was to the effect that Belgium would
defend her neutrality by force of arms
If it were necessary.

Great Britain Moves.
At this move of Germany, Great Brit-

ain began active mobilization of her
forces and all the naval reserves were
called out at once. War against Germanywas declared August 4, a war

budget of $500.000,000 was voted, the
w ar fleet embarked under sealed orders,
and within a few days a British force
of 120,000 men had been landed in
France. August 6 Austro-Hungary
declared war on Russia and her troops
crossed the Russian border. The Montenegrinsjoined the Serbs against Aus-
tria, and Bosnia was invaded. Au-
gust 10 the French government pro-
claimed war against Austria, and two:
days later England followed her ex-
ample Japan announced her intentionto side with her British ally.
Scandinavia and Holland asserted

their neutrality, but at once put all
their military resources into requist-j
tion for defense. Portugal announced
her intention to fulfllt her treaty obli-
gations with Great Britain, but she
did- not become a belligerent at once.
Spain professed absolute neutrality,
but began immediate mobilization of!
all her forces. Turkey declared for!
neutrality, but mobilized her army and
began to advance toward Bulgaria. It'
"Was not until the last of October that!
she made her initial demonstration in
the Black sea against Russia. Greece,
as well as the minor Balkan states,
was in a condition of armed ex-j
pectancy. As for Italy, sworn ally of
Germany arid Austria in the so-called
drelbund, she took advantage of the
fact that her partners were not engagedin a defensive war to remain
neutral despite strong pressure from
Berlin and Vienna.
At the outbreak of hostilities, a censorship.which is the most effective

ever known, was established in all the
warring countries. By the cutting of
ocean cables Germany was practically
isolated from the outside world early
In August, and the means of communicationcontrolled by the allies have
been silenced almost completely since
the first blow was struck. About all
that was actually revealed was that
the kaiser's forces made their way
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The Japanese confined their militaryoperations entirely to Asia. They im-
mediately proceeded against the Germanforts at Kiaochow, China, which
were taken by assault after the garri-
sons had withstood an attacking force
greatly superior in numbers for ten
weeks. Russian and Turkish fleets
have been engaged in the Black sea,there has been fighting on a smallscale in Egypt, and the Portuguese in
Africa have made several attacks uponGerman colonists. Indian troops have
been engaged with Turkish forces in
an effort to keep the Suez canal open.From the first, there has been a practicaldeadlock in the naval situation.
The British fleet sailed under sealedorders August 4, and a big naval bat-
tie in the North sea was confidently ex-
pected by the waiting world. It soon
became apparent that Great Britain's
purpose was to deal a fatal blow at
German commerce, safeguard that of
Belgium, France and its own and renderthe enemy's fleet inoperative byholding it in the Baltic. A week later
the port authorities of New York were
notified that the Atlantic lines were
unobstructed, and a few days afterwardthe Pacific lines were pronounced"open and safe." Sixty British war
vessels guarded the exit of the £iel j
v^wjo.1 aiiu prcvcmea me tniriy (ierman
battleships anchored there from comingout. Within a few days more thanthirty of the great German ocean linerswere Interned in neutral waters
and a number of German merchant
ships were captured or destroyed.

Merchantmen Preyed Upon.
By the middle of November more

than 400 war vessels and merchantmen
on all sides had been captured or internedin neutral ports. The Emden
in the Pacific and the Karlsruhe in the
south Atlantic, two German raiders,
preyed successfully upon allied and
neutral commerce until the former was
put out of action. During the pastthree months the Germans have destroyeda number of British cruisers
by means of torpedoes. In an action
off the coast of Chile a squadron offive German warships sank the Monmouthand Good Hope with all on I
beard. October 27.although it was
not known to the public for a fortnightafterward.the British super-dreadnaught Audacious was sunk by a
mine off the coast of Ireland. Shortlyafterward the British admiralty declaredthe North sea a closed military
area.
As a result of the immediate paraly-

o.^ in me miiinciai worm aue to the
sudden embroilment of the Europeannations, Americans abroad were subjectedto great inconvenience and not
a little actual hardship. Speedy relief
was extended to stranded tourists, butthe interruption in ocean traffic caused
great delay and anxiety. The Americanlied Cross was early in the field,the relief ship Red Cross leaving NewYork for European waters, with a fullequipment of physicians, nurses and.supplies, September 12. Much relief,]also, was afforded the Belgian suffer-1ers and large sums of money for the
purpose were raised all over the country.At the close of the year operationsin the west seem to be practicallyat a standstill, the allies maintaininga slight advantage. German forceswere withdrawn from France and Belgiumin considerable numbers and sentto the eastern field, where the strongRussian offensive had made notableheadway. Great activity prevailedalong the entire eastern line, withoutdecisive result, until December 17,when the Germans reported a greatvictory in Poland. Ope of the mostsurprising military events was the recaptureof Belgrade by the Serbs andthe rout of the greatly superior Austrianforces. One of the most sensationalnaval performances was the raidon the unfortified English seacoastmade by.German warships.the morningof December 16. The most Important seafight of the war, off the FalklandIslands. December 8, resulted In the j Psinking of three warships belonging to ^the German squadron which, a fewweeks earlier, sank the Monmouth and c
Good Hope off the coast of Chile: ii

Chaotic Year for Mexico. b
f<The trouble in Mexico is cumulative, it

While everything is being done by *
the various factions to destroy the
last vestige of a stable government, a'little effort is put forth in any quarter t<
to mend .existing evils, with .the result U
that a state of political chaos stillprevails in the unfortunate republic e:
Early in the year it became evident s<
even to the most ardent advocate of e>
universal peace that .nothing short of si
armed Intervention by the United E
States could be expected to straighten T
out the tangle. Foreign nations began j dto be critical of the administration's o
"hands-off" policy and to insist that tl
the Job of pacifying Mexico belonged d
logically to the United States. Vic- i«
toriano Huerta had held the provisional f<
presidency for a year in disregard and c<
even in defiance of the plainly ex' tl
pressed wish of the Washington au- ii
thorities, and boasted in his cups that d
lie should hold his office longer than i<

<>
/ i

ear 191
STRIKI

EUROPE

July 23, the Austro-Hung
matum to Servia demanding p
in assassination of Archduke F

_1I a* A a.?
pression or an anii-Musinon p;

The Servian government
agreeing to the Austrian dema
reply was not satisfactory to
war on Servia.

The day Austria declared
ister of foreign affairs warned
Servia were invaded Russia w
tral.

August 1 Germany decla
lowing day a German army m
Luxemburg, whose neutrality
powers in 1867. A day later
note to the Belgian governme
man troops through the coun

would defend her neutrality bj
Great Britain then bega

against Germany was declarec
German ambassador at Paris s

country and France was on. A
Russia August 6, and her troc
The Montenegrins joined the S
was invaded. August 10 the F
against Austria and two days
ample. Japan announced her
ish ally.

In Uctober lurkey enterc
tial demonstration in the BlacL

me:

Early in the year it becar
armed intervention by the Uni
straighten out the tangle in A
held the provisional presidency
in defiance of the plainly expi
ficials. Meanwhile the bandit
ily gaining ground in the nortl

April 14 President Wilso
to assemble an imposing naval
can coast. On refusal of the
the American flag as an apolog
bluejackets, Admiral Fletcher,
house at Vera Cruz, American
the latter under Gen. Funston,
drawn November 23.

The mediatory conferenci
ginning May 20, failed to brinf
ring factions.

July 15 Huerta resigned
Europe. Executive authority
cisco Carbajal.

August 10 Carbajal resigi
stitutionalist army entered Me
took upon himself the office ol

September 25 the quarr<
reached a climax and the latt
visional president.

October 14, at a convent!
presented his resignation. He
the Villa forces neared the ca|
Vera Cruz.

Firing across the border
-i « .

between the rival tactions, ha:
being sent there.

CONC

The longest session of C
ber 1, 1913, to October 24, 1914
of 1913, the national legislatui
sion for 567 days.

January 24 the Senate pa
eminent to construct a railroa
House passed the same bill.

March 5 the President ai

urged the repeal of the provisi
August, 1912, exempting vess<

from the payment of tolls.

April 20 the President aga
on the Mexican crisis.

August 4 both houses ui

ment to the federal reserve ac1
Treasury was empowerd to is:

September 4 the Preside
gress, pointing out the need of
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resident Wilson would remain in the
/hite House. Meanwhile, the bandit
hief, Pancho Vil'la, was steadily gainigground in the north. The fiercest
attle of the revolution, which was

ought for almost two weeks, ^nded
i victory for the rebel forcefe. There
as an appalling loss of life in this
mg-continued fight, and more than
000 fugitives crossed the Rio Grande
nd took refuge in American terri>ry.Here they were cared for by the
nited States authorities.
February 3, as a preliminary and
xperlmental measure. President Wilonrevoked an order by his predcessorin office to put a stop to the
tiipment of arms and ammunition into
[exlco by citizens of the United States,
he situation grew more critical every
ay. It was evident that intervention
f some description was only a quesonof time. At last, April 14, PresientWilson instructed Secretary Dan;lsto assemble an imposing naval
[>rce at Tamplco, on the Mexican
oast. This first direct intimation to
ie Huertan government that armed
iterference was not improbable was
ue to the refusal of the Mexican presient-and his military aids to salute
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re had been in continuous sesssed

a bill authorizing the govidin Alaska. February 10 the

ddressed Congress in which he
ion in the Panama canal act of
:1s engaged in coastwise trade

in addressed Congress, this time

lanimously adopted an amendtby which the Secretary of the
tue additional bank currency.
:nt once more addressed Conadditionalrevenue to meet the
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the American flap as an essential fea-jture of an apology for an unwarranted
arrest and imprisonment of several
American bluejackets who had landed
on Mexican soil to obtain a supply of
gasoline.
Although the episode was the result

-n 7 s'an-i'ner in whi^h all the
parties concerned shared about equally,it was maiKi si ti.uc ri.ic.wa. ..a.» no
mood to comply with any request of the
Washington authorities, however politelyand even delicately made. He re-
fused to order the salute, and the
naval demonstration followed. Congress
passed a resolution sustaining the
President in the position whioh he had
taken. April 21 Admiral Fletcher seized
the customhouse at Vera Cruz. This
was done in order to kec-p Huerta from
obtaining military supplies. The Mexi-
cans resisted the occupation of the costomhouse,and the result was a fight,
in which four Americans were killed
and a score wounded. Unable to with- s
stand our naval guns. Gen. Maas, the 1
Mexican officer In command of the gar-
rison, withdrew and left the Americans
in possession. i I
At this point the situation Involved I
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States and Mexico. Nelson O'Shaughne8sy,the American representative,
tvas given his passport and requested
to leave the country. Brig. Gen. FrederickFunston, commander of the
American forces at Vera Cruz, was
ready to enter on a vigorous campaign
at the word of command from the war
office. While he was waiting to receive
it, the Red Cross officials proceeded to
make a sanitary city of Vera Cruz.
Robert J. Kerr of Chicago was appointedcivil governor and business began
to pick up.
Before hostilities were carried further,an unexpected way out of the

difficulty presented itself. The diplomaticrepresentatives at Washington
of three South American states.
Argentina, Brazil and Chile.sent in to
the office of the Department of State a
formal tender of their services as mediators.This combination soon became
known as the "A. B. C." President Wil;onaccepted the offer without delay,
nit with certain reservations. He requiredthe mediators to include the
constitutionalist chief Carranza and his
generals in the peace negotiations with
lluerta. lie was also Arm in his determinationto refuse any proposed set-
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a motion picture theater, Suranand children were burned to
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tlement which did not eliminate Huert
rom Mexican politics. Both Huert
and Carranza accepted the proffere
mediation, with sundry reservation!
mostly of a personal nature.
The mediatory conference was hel

at Niagara Falls. Canada, and opene
May 20. The mediators declined t
permit Carranza to take part in th
discussion unless he granted an arm
istice, and that he refused to do, sine
the fighting in Mexico was resultini
markedly in favor of the constitution
alists. June 12 the conference hai
agreed upon a plan accepted to botl
by President Wilson and Huerta. On
of its provisions was that a. genera
election should be held at an earl;
date and that recognition should fol
low immediately and xne America!
troops be withdrawn from Vera Cruz
Then a deadlock arose over the choict
for president.the American delegate:
declined to accept the name of ani
non-constitutionalist.

Success of Constitutionalists.
Meanwhile the constitutionalists wen

making unmistakable advance towarc
the capital. Their success was so pronouncedthat it was evident the:
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would soon be in control of the gov
eminent. July 1 the Niagara Fall
conference came to an end withou
definite result, and four days late
Huerta was re-elected president by hi
partisans. The enemy was near a
hand, however, and July 15 the dicta
tor forestalled capture and probabl
death by resigning the presidene;
and taking passage for Europe, leav
ing the executive authority in th
hands of a prominent and worthy citi
zen, Francisco Carbajal.
The new president and Carranzi

could not agree upon the surrender o
the government to the victorious con
stitutionalist army, and August 1
Carbajal resigned and the chamber o
deputies dissolved. Five days late
me consuiuuonaiisc army enierea in

City of Mexico without opposition
Venustiano Carranza immediately tool
upon himself the office of president
although he soon announced his pur
pose of turning over the executive
function to a provisional substitut
and himself becoming a candidate fo
the presidency at a future election.
September 23 the quarrel betweex

Carranza and Villa reached a cllmai
and the latter declared war upon th<
provisional president. The constitu
tionalists held a meeting at Mexic<
City October 4 and refused to accep
their chief's resignation. At a conven
tion of the party held at Aguas
calientes October 14 Carranza agaii
presented his resignation and a fev
days later Villa promised to support :

provisional president named by th<
convention. At that, Gen. Eulalio Gu
tierrez was appointed by the conven
tion, but Carranza refused to recog
nize him. The new president appoint
ed Villa commander-in-chief of th»
government forces and ordered him u
proceed at once against Carranza. Ai
Villa and his men neared the capital
Carranza and his soldiers withdrew.
November 23 the American forcei

were withdrawn from Vera Cruz anc
soon afterward Carranza and his fol
lowers took possession of the seaport
Villa and Zapata united in support o
the Gutierrez interests, and the pros
pect of peace in the immediate futur<
is far from encouraging,
A further complication in the Mexicantrouble arose in December ovei

the firing upon Americans by the revo
lutionists, at the border town of Nacc
Ariz. Large forces were ordered t<
the outpost by the President. Tip
struggle between the contending par
ties in the northern states? of Mexici
shows ho sign of abatement.

Longest Session of Congress.
The first regular session of the Sixty

third Congress was the longest sinc<
that great law-making body came int<
existence.from December 1, 1913, t<
October 24, 1914. Including the specia
session of 1913, the national legislatur*
had been in continuous operation foi
567 days. After the holiday recess bott
branches assembled in the hall of representativesand were addressed bj
President Wilson upon the regulatior
of corporations. In his address th<
President recommended the forinatioi
of a trade commission, the doing awaj
with interlocking directorates anc

holding companies, and an exact state
ment as to the meaning of the antitrustlaw. January 24 the Senat<
passed a bill authorizing the govern!ment to construct a railroad in Alaska
which was- a decided novelty in Amer
ican legislation. During this month
also, the administration introduced s

measure into both houses to establish
a rural credit system by means of cojoperative banks. February 9 a bil
was introduced into both branchet
which provided that the governmenl

l . -
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certain coal lands in Alaska. February18 the House passed the bill
for the government construction of s

railroad in Alaska.
March 5 the President delivered anotheraddress to Congress in the House

chamber, in which he urged the repea
of the provision in the Panama cana
act o August, 1912. exempting vessel

engaged in coastwise trade from the
payment of tolls. The following day s
bill for the repeal of this clause was re
ported favorably from committee in the
House. The position taken by the
President in this matter met with mucl
opposition, and was discussed freely bj
members of both houses. Finally, howIever, with a Senate amendment to the
effect that the Uniteel States relinquish!eel no rights under treaties with Great
Britain and with Panama, the tolls repealbill became law, despite all opposition.At the close of the debate in
the House, Speaker Clark denounced
the repeal as degrading and humiliatingto the nation.

Tells Congress of Situation.
April 20 the F'resident again addressed

Congress, this time, on the Mexican
crisis, giving the facts in the Tampico
affair and asking authority to use force
in. compelling a settlement. Both
houses passed the necessary measures
without delay. It was not until May 19

| that the House began its debate upon
the administration's anti-trust meas-
ures. June 1 the amendment,to the socalledClayton anti-trust bill, demanded
by the labor leaders, was adopted by
the House, and four days later the three
measures prominent in the President's
anti-trust legislation.the creation of a
trade commission, the Clayton bill and
the railroad capitalization bill.were
passed, but it was not until August that
the Seriate adopted the measure creatinga federal trade "commission. The
Clayton anti-trust bill did not become
law until October.
One of the most important legislative

acts of the session was accomplished
August 4. Both houses unanimously
adopted an amendment to the federal
reserve act, by which the Secretary of
the Treasury was given power to issue
additional bank currency in such
amount as would be necessary to protectthe business situation and avoid
financial panic. September 4 the Presi~dent once more addressed Congress,
pointing out the need .of raising addia.tional revenue to' meet the deficit

a caused by the decline in imports dued to the European war. The closing dayss. ] of the Congress were passed in an
.active effort conducted by membersd from the cotton-growing states to obdtain legislation for the relief of the

^ growers 01 me siapie rrom the'stagnaetion caused by the war. October 24the first regular session of the'Slxtyethird Congress came to an end.
American Politics and Government.[l

h January 2 Secretary McAdoo and
e Secretary Houston began a. series of1 hearings in the largest cities in they country to determine where the new

federal reserve banks were to be es*tablished. The federal reserve bank!- system went into effect November 16.8 January 10 the Washington authorities3 and the New York, New Haven andy Hartford railroad officials came to an
agreement by which the railroad relinquishedIts trolley lines, its control
of the Boston and Maine and most of

a its steamship lines, in order to avoid
\ further conflict with the Sherman anti1trust law. On his return from his vaca-tion spent at Pass Christian, .Miss.,
r President Wilson nominated John Skel-

Events
iracterized by perplex-*
in the regular order of
especially in tbe hnanjtillunsettled Mexican
ost unnoticed compleacanal, tbe great interly;another political
succession of surprises
ie history. Partial list
lous men and women j
re been completed, and
be chief events of year.

'

I ton Willtams, then assistant secretarya of the Treasury, to be controller of the11 currency, and ex officio member of the
» new ieueral reserve board. January 20
s the Wisconsin eugenic marriage "law,t which had been discussed widely, was

declared unconstitutional by the circuite court.
V January 27 the President signed an

important order which established aB permanent civil government in tjiePanama Canal Zone, to go into effect
April 1. By this executive* order a govemortook the place of the commissionin charge. A few days later he
nominated Col. George W. Goethals to

f be first governor. February 11 the
government brought suit at Salt Lake

g City to compel the Southern Pacific
railroad to relinquish its control of the

Z Central Pacific.
j* In March government proceedings
J were begun against two railroads: The
e interstate commerce commission aeecused the Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
r Paul road with overstatement of incomeand other financial irregularities,
1 and 'suit was brought against the Lethigh Valley rood under the charge
e that it was monopolizing the anthra_cite coal industry through subsidiary
d companies. In this month, also, the
t Department of Justice announced that ^a plan for breaking Tip the transporta- ^8

tion monopoly practiced by the New \
a York, New Haven and Hartford had
\r been arranged satisfactorily to all
x parties.
t Defeated in Railroad Suit.

Karly in April the government met
I with defeat in its attempt to prove
B that the Delaware. Lackawanna and
D IVactnrn r/vn/l and thn nnill.milllin'
8 company of the same name existed as
' an illegal and mox;opolistic combinastfon. April 2 the committee appointed
i for the purpose announced that it ha*l

selected twelve federal reserve districts,with their central banking cities,
f 'mder the new currency law.

June 8 the American Thread Com®pany, which was proved to be a combinationof manufacturers which prae.tically controlled the output, forcrstalled the action* contemplated by the
. Department of Justice by dissolving.

June 15 the President made public a

j charge that big business interests had
» been trying to force Congress to adIjourn. He declared that he should do
> everything in his power to keep Congressin session until the proper businesslegislation'" had been enacted. Tn

June, also, the United States Supreme
Court affirmed the power of the intcr-state commerce commission to fiv

i rates, and held that pipe lines arc eom.mon carriers and must carry product
at rates fixed by the commission. In
July the commission found that the

k former management of the New Haven
road was criminally wasteful and nop- m

| ligent. President Wilson directed the
1 Attorney General. July 21, to begin civ"ril and criminal proceedings against tinNewYork, New Haven and Hartford
1 road, and two days later the suit was
* begun In the United States district
1 court at New York.

August 1 the Interstate commerce
1 commission denied the petition of the

aao»o*n pailrnodi fnr a vonoml inrpf>ns<>i
of 5 .per cent in freight rates, lmt al5lowed certain increases in the mid-die west. August 12 the dissolution of

. the International Harvester Company
designated as a monopoly in restraint

. of trade, was ordered by the United
i States district court at St. Paul, Minn.

Panama Canal Opened.
J The Panama canal was formally
t opened for world traffic August 15. The
s steamer Ancon, belonging to the Pana
ma railroad, passed from ocean to
ocean in ten hours. In September the
railroad rate case showed increased ac.tivity. A delegation of railroad presiidents visited President Wilson at the

1 White House and laid before him the
I unsatisfactory situation which confrontedAmerican roads. The President
was sympathetic, but expressed his
confidence in the interstate commerce
commission to regulate the matter satisfactorily.The roads east of the Mis'sissippi and north of the Potomac*

iagain petitioned the commission for
_ Jpermission to advance freight rates "W

per cent, and the commission consented 1
to reopen the case.
September 23 Secretary McAdoo M

aroused great interest in banking cir-
cles by announcing his intention to fl
withdraw government patronage and
assistance from national hanlcs known ^
to be hoarding currency or demanding m
excessive interest. in ucioDer tuo

court dismissed all but one of the
government's charges in its suit to disisolve the Atlantic steamship trust. Fijnal argument in the suit to dissolve
the steel trust was made at Philadeljpbia, .and the discussion of increased
railroad freight rates was resumed be:fore the interstate commerce eommisision.
The outcome of the erections held

November 3 was In the nature of a politicallandslide. The democratic maijority in the House of Representatives
was reduced from 147 to 25, although
the democratic majority In the Senate
was increased from 10 to 16. One of
the most interesting features of the
election was the triumph of Gov. HiraniW. Johnson of California, who ran
as an out-and-out progressive, Const itutionalamendments giving the suffrageto women were carried in Nevadaand Montana and prohibition triumphed:n Virginia, Washington. Oregon,
Arizona and Colorado. In Missouri th*
so-called "full crew" law passed by
the legislature was rejected.
Increases In freight rates were granf:ed- to the eastern railroads by the interstatecommerce commission. The i

decision awards the carriers 5 per cent
on everything but coal and iron ore,
and is expected to add nearly $50,000.000a year to revenues of the lines
east of the Mississippi and north of the
Potomac and Ohio rivers.

Political Activity in Other Lands.
Although all other political events in

Europe and elsewhere during the year
have been overshadowed by the great
war, some of them were of much importance.January 27 Michel Oreste,
president of Haiti, warned of the approachof a large bo<Jy of revolution;ists, abdicated hastily and took refuge
on a German cruiser. February H
Orestes Zamor was elected president of
Haiti, and on the same day Jose VIcen'eConcha was elected president of
Colombia.
Early in the year the Chinese administrativecouncil re-established Confu]danism as the state religion of the republic.In his speech at the opening

of parliament, February 10, King
George urged mutual concessions in
the Irish home rule controversy. March
5 the home rule bill was introduced for
Its third passage through the commons.May 25 the bill passed the commonsfor the third time, thereby virtuallybecoming law without the approvalof the house of lords. September18 King George signed the home
rule an£ Welsh disestablishment bills
and the parliament was prorogued.
March 17. as the finale to a bitter

political and personal controversy
which had been going on. in the pub-

icrenaers or me nine Kingaom exhibitinga power of resistance and a
nubbornness which amazed the world.
The forts at Liege halted the German
legions for a week, and the German
war office admitted that there had been
a delay which was wholly unexpected.
But the odds were too great. By the
end of August the terrible German war
machine had literally mowed its way
through Belgium, leaving carnage and
ruin in its wake, and by September 4
had reached a point within twenty
miles of Paris.
Having thus silenced the Belgian

strongholds, which involved a delay of
at least three weeks, the German
armies swept on toward Paris, which
was in active preparation for a siege.
When the enemy had reached a point
only seventeen miles from the outer
defenses of the city, the seat of governmentwas removed to Bordeaux* No
one on this side doubted that the Germanintention was to invest the city.
According to the German statement,however, the investment of Paris was
not a part of their plan. Suddenly, on
September 4, the German army of the
right turned eastward. Since that time,the kaiser's forces- have been retiring
slowly, fighting with a persistency
never before recorded in the history of
modern war, contesting every foot of
ground in a series of the most sanguinaryengagements.

Bussia Rapidly Mobilizes.
Prom the first, Russian mobilization

progressed with amazing rapidity. By
the middle of August it was practicallycompleted and the czar's armies
were in rapid advance toward the German"**and Austrian frontiers. Great
forces were hurried to the east to op-
pose the Slavic advance and manybloody contests followed in rapid sue-
cession, the advantage about equallydivided until late in the autumn, when
the greatly outnumbered Teutonic al-
lies began to show signs of decliningoffensive ability. I


